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PAGE 01 COTONO 00001 03I257Z 
ACTION AE-08 

INEO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 EB-07 CAB-02 CIAE-00 COME-00 
DODE-00 DOTE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 CIEP-OI FAA-00 SS-I5 
NSC-05 L-03 SP-02 /063 W 

03I259Z 054984/44 

R03I030Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9184 
INEO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY BANGUI 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY LOME 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LONEON 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONEIDENTIAL COTONOU 0001 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: EAIR, DM 

SUBJ: AIR AERIQUE AND BENIN 

REF: STATE 285700 

1. CONVERSATION WITH CIVIL AVIATION DIRECTOR LAWSON YIELDED NO 
INEORMATION THAT OVERALL GOVERNMENT OE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OP 
BENIN (GPRB) RELATIONSHIP WITH AIR AERIQUE (AA) WILL CHANGE 
SIGNIPICANTLY IN NEAR FUTURE. ACCORDING TO LAWSON, GPRB HAS NO 
RECOURSE OTHER THAN TO ACCEPT WHAT IS OPFERED BY AIR AFRIQUE. 

IN 1975, BENIN ACCOUNTED POR ONLY TWO PERCENT OF AA TURNOVER, 

WHILE RECEIPTS PROM PASSENGER FLIGHTS DROPPED BY 14 PERCENT AND 
THOSE OP FREIGHT BY SEVEN PERCENT. AT PRESENT IT IS UNCERTAIN 
WHETHER AA WILL DROP ANY OP THE TEN WEEKLY PLIGHTS INTO 
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PAGE 02 COTONO 00001 031257Z 

COTONOU IN NEXT SCHEDULE CHANGE SLATED FOR MARCH 77. LAWSON 
INDICATED THAT THIS MOVE IS NOT UNEXPECTED AS AA CURRENTLY 
OPERATING AT LOSS IN BENIN. 

2. DESPITE DECLINE IN TRAVEL TO AND FROM BENIN BECAUSE OF DROP 
IN BUSINESS TRAVEL, RELATIVE LOW PURCHASING POWER OP BENINESE, 

AND DIFPICULT GPRB EXIT PROCEDURES, GPRB PLACES HEAVY STRESS 
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ON INTERNATIONAL AVIATION POLICY. RECENT GRANT OF PASSENGER 
RIGHTS TO NIGERIAN AIRWAYS, NEW SERVICES BY AEROELOT, AND 
SIGNATURE OF ACCORDS WITH SWISS AIR WERE DONE OVER AA OBJECTIONS 
AND INDICATE GPRB DESIRE TO MAINTAIN RELATIVE DEGREE OE IN- 
DEPENDENCE EROM WHAT MUST BE VIEWED IN NATIONAL IDEOLOGICAL 
TERMS "NEO-COLONIALIST " MAKE-UP OP AA. LAWSON TOLD EMBOPP 
THAT GPRB CONSIDERS AA FRENCH, NOT AFRICAN, ORGANIZATION. 

LAWSON ALSO CHARACTERIZED TWO WEEKLY JOINT PAN-AM/AA FLIGHTS 
INTO COTONOU AS "VERY IMPORTANT" TO HIS COUNTRY DESPITE LOW 
AMOUNT OF TRAFFIC. 

THOMPSON 
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